The Simultaneous Policy

Preface to Foreign Language Editions

July 2004

Since writing this book’s original manuscript during 1999/2000, the horrific events of September 11th, 2001 and their ensuing conflicts occurred. Many would say that these events demonstrate that we live in a far more dangerous world than the more optimistic one I outlined in this book four years ago. With the opportunity provided by the translation of the book into other languages, there was thus some temptation to re-write certain parts of it. But although September 11th and all that followed indicate a radically more unstable world than the one you will see described, these events, I contend, serve only to reinforce the book’s underlying argument. Furthermore, they also make the successful implementation of the Simultaneous Policy (SP) both more necessary and, paradoxically, more likely.

So rather than re-write the book, I am instead simply adding this preface which, apart from reflecting on recent world events, also provides an opportunity to update readers on SP’s progress as a campaign. 

The book’s underlying problem analysis is – and remains - that the world’s nations are gripped in a destructive vicious circle of economic competition from which they cannot ordinarily escape. Ungoverned competition, rather like an unsupervised school playground, allows the biggest and strongest to dominate at the expense of the weakest. At the same time, however, abusive military power underpinned by a more generalized yet one-sided “free” trade agenda also serve to strengthen the forces that arise to oppose dominance and abuse. So, the maintenance of abusive dominance over wider and ever more dispersed areas of the world inevitably carries with it an exponentially increasing cost which even the strongest cannot shoulder indefinitely. Overstretch, followed by a humbling collapse is, after all, the inevitable fate of all exploitative empires.

The increasing evidence of this exploitation is becoming clearer for all to see and is thus awakening humanity’s immune system in response. For that reason, SP’s implementation is, in principle at least, becoming both more necessary and more likely.  In the meantime, however, a world increasingly impoverished by a win-lose, competitive global market bereft of any compensating redistribution of wealth or any co-operative environmental protection inevitably provides a fertile seedbed for the growth of terrorism, religious fundamentalism, nationalism, far-right politics, as well as for the deepening of social disruption and environmental destruction. These misguided, regressive and often violent efforts to restore some semblance of order, coherence or justice are consequently only to be expected. 

But attractive as these “simple solutions” may appear to those who succumb to them, they cannot succeed in restoring social stability and moral security because they effectively misdefine the problem. What is really required is not a regressive “going back” to a separatist, nationalistic or religious-fundamentalist past which, even were it possible, would be totally inappropriate for today’s interconnected world. Instead, a wholesale shift in the way our world’s economy and governance are organized is required: a shift to a new, higher, and more embracing level. After all, it is precisely because present modes of governance – our political parties and nation states – are no longer capable of functioning properly in today’s globalised world that a transformation to a global level of human social organisation is now needed.

Such a shift does not mean doing away with existing structures or traditions, however. Rather, genuine evolutionary change seeks instead to transform. For just as molecules transformed atoms by transcending and including them in a higher, more integral level of organisation, so, in turn, cells did the same for both molecules and atoms. Thus, this procession to ever higher levels of complex organisation continues; and so it has also been with organisms, societies of organisms and the evolution of our social and political institutions. Seen in this way, the next shift does not therefore mean doing away with, or somehow side-lining existing political parties, nation states or local cultural differences, but instead transcending and including them into a wider, more inclusive and more integral global embrace that is genuinely adequate to meeting the global challenges we now face; an integral, simultaneous, global transformation “through which runs the blood of a common humanity and beats the single heart of a very small planet struggling for its own survival, and yearning for its own release into a deeper and a truer tomorrow.” (Ken Wilber)

 “Every crisis is an opportunity” indeed. And it is that fact of life which I had not fully appreciated when writing the book in 1999/2000. For it is only as a result of crisis and pressure that a move to a new higher level of organisation – a higher order of “complexity” - is achieved. This only became clearer when one or two evolution biologists approached me to point out that the change process proposed by SP has strong parallels with all the previous major transitions in past evolution.
 On further investigation I found, firstly, that from an evolutionary perspective and for all its good and bad sides, globalisation is, above all, a natural part of our evolution. Indeed, evolution biology tells us that similar potentially catastrophic crises preceded all the major shifts in evolution. The detrimental effects of globalization – global poverty, global warming, global economic instability and so on – represent merely symptoms of humanity’s underlying crisis – but that crisis also offers us our greatest opportunity. 

Secondly, that since such crises occurred not just in human evolution but in all evolution, the struggle humanity is presently undergoing is, in essence, no different to what other societies of organisms have gone through as they gradually fumbled their way through destructive, competitive crisis towards co-operative species maturity. We are, therefore, merely following in the steps of other species as they gradually achieved species maturity: we are truly a part of nature. This more holistic understanding we now have of evolutionary processes and our ability to locate humanity’s present position in them only serve to show us that we are, despite the pain and struggle, coming home after all.

So these revelations gave me great hope and comfort – and they should, I hope, give you great comfort too. For on the one hand humanity is heading into ever-deeper crisis, as the present war in Iraq, its underlying motive to secure greater control of natural resources and the increasing fragility of the destructively competitive global economy all show - and it can only get worse. Yet on the other, just as crisis deepens and destructive competition reaches a critical watershed, so the pressure for transformation and co-operation rises to meet it. When things get bad enough, and although wholesale melt-down remains a distinct possibility or even probability, transformational change is nevertheless on the cards. And if people catch on, it can come quickly indeed. As this book suggests, maybe even globally and simultaneously.

But while pressure, crisis and a haphazard, unconscious stumbling towards higher levels of cooperative organisation may have sufficed in past evolution, they are not enough for today’s complex human societies to make such a shift. Also needed is a process by which regressive melt-down can be consciously avoided and the transition to a new higher level of co-operation achieved. The era of conscious evolution has thus arrived. In the context of globalisation, SP is, so these evolution biologists tell me, the first practical process they have encountered that holds this vital potential.
 

All that is not to say, however, that I stand rigidly by everything I have written. For example, I am now quite prepared to agree with some critics who pointed out that some of the detailed policy proposals listed in Chapter 5 for inclusion in SP’s range of legislative measures are not appropriate. But what the detailed policy measures of SP might eventually be was never the main point of this book.  Instead this has always been a guide book: a book primarily about how desirable global policies could be implemented, not so much about what those policies should actually be. 

This distinction between how and what is perhaps also relevant to the present state of the global justice movement which, I have to admit, has been disappointingly slow to recognise the enormous potential SP holds for securing the implementation of the movement’s objectives. There has, after all, never been any shortage of good policy solutions coming from NGOs and activists as to what needs to be done to solve global problems. But the movement, sadly, still remains fragmented and thus largely impotent because it has so far failed to discover an answer to the all-important how question; i.e. how to get those solutions implemented in a globalised world? And it is to that question that SP provides a plausible answer. However, as things stand at present, the movement still generally continues doggedly to espouse fragmented diversity while eschewing any kind of truly integral, holarchic unity. It should therefore perhaps not be surprising that SP still encounters considerable, if steadily weakening, resistance from that quarter. 

Since this preface first appears in this Spanish translation of the book, I should alert readers that I largely explain SP in the context of UK and U.S. politics. But since all electoral systems are based on competition between political parties, I am confident that the SP process can be adapted to be just as effective in countries which have different electoral systems to those in the UK or the USA. Since I have little or no experience of other systems, however, I invite non-U.S./UK readers to adapt the SP process to suit the political system of their country and to contact the International Simultaneous Policy Organisation with their suggestions. They can then be incorporated in future editions of this book while serving to take the SP campaign forward in all countries. SP is, after all, a collaborative process: a tool we can use and adapt to achieve our common goal.

As to the progress of the campaign itself, at the time of writing it continues to grow especially in the UK, and, to a lesser extent, in other English-speaking countries. This has largely been due to a great deal of hard work on the part of many campaigners who are developing SP around the world and with whom it is my joy and privilege to collaborate. At the time of writing, the first national SP organisation, Simpol-UK, has been established as a non-profit membership organisation to take the campaign forward in the UK. During recent elections, a number of political party candidates from different parties, including some Members of Parliament, officially pledged their support for SP. 

But I hope this translation of the book will help and encourage you, the reader, to build on this early success by developing SP in your own country. After all, and as the following endorsements indicate, SP continues to gather support from widely diverse quarters, from people from different parts of the world, from diverse cultures and races and from opposing sides of the political spectrum. This, I dare to hope, may be testimony to SP’s universal appeal and thus to its potential for becoming recognised as the accepted process through which humanity’s much-needed global transformation could soon be realised.

John Bunzl

London, July 2004

� Sex, Ecology, Spirituality, Ken Wilber, Shambhala, 2000.


� I am referring here to John Stewart in particular, but also to Elisabet Sahtouris. Both of these people are doing pioneering work that absolutely essential to our understanding of today’s world and what to do about it.


� For a fuller explanation of SP’s relevance to evolutionary change, see Evolutionary Biology and the Simultaneous Policy: Vision-Logic for the Next Stage in Our Evolutionary Future by John Bunzl and published in Network Review, the magazine of the Scientific and Medical Network, ISSN 1362-1211, No. 84, Spring 2004.





